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This view of the nature and causes of illusion is
clearly capable of being expressed in physical language.
Bad grouping of psychical elements is equivalent to
imperfect co-ordination of their physical, that is to say,
nervous, conditions, imperfect in the evolutionist's
sense, as not exactly according with external relations.
So far as illusions of suggestion (passive illusions)
are concerned, the error is connected with organized
tendencies, due to a limited action of experience.
On the other hand, illusions of preconception (active
illusions) usually involve no such deeply fixed or per-
manent organic connections, but merely a temporary
confluence of nerve-processes.1 The nature of the
physical process is best studied in the case of errors of
sense-perception. Yet we may hypothetically argue
that even in the case of the most complex errors, as
those of memory and of belief, there is implied a
deviation in the mode of connection of nervous struc-
tures (whether the connection be permanent or tem-
porary) from the external order of facts.

And now we are in a position to see whether illusion
is ultimately distinguishable from, other modes of
error, namely, tho^e incident to conscious processes
of reasoning. It must have been plain to an attentive
reader throughout our exposition that, in spite of our
provisional distinction, no sharp line can be drawn
between much of what, on the surface, looks like im-
mediate knowledge, and consciously derived or inferred
knowledge. On its objective side, reasoning may be

1 I say " usually," because, as -we Lave seen, there may sometimes
be a permanent and even an inherited predisposition to active illusion
in the individual temperament and nervous organization.